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Mystery of the Church, the Body of Christ
”Who now rejoice in my sufferings for you, and fill up that which is behind of the
afflictions of Christ in my flesh for his body's sake, which is the church. Whereof I am made
a minister, according to the dispensation of God which is given to me for you, to fulfil the
word of God; even the mystery which hath been hid from ages and from generations, but
now is made manifest to his saints. . .”
- Colossians 1:24-26

T

his mystery reveals the Church of our present dispensation, the Body of Christ, declaring it
not to have been spoken about in former times but “hid in God” and now made known.
“And to make all men see what is the fellowship of the mystery, which from the beginning
of the world hath been hid in God, who created all things by Jesus Christ.” (Ephesians 3:9).
This is the great mystery concerning the Body of Christ which was not previously
known but revealed to the apostle Paul by the Risen Lord Jesus Christ: “How that
by revelation He made known unto me the mystery; (as I wrote afore in few words,
Whereby, when ye read, ye may understand my knowledge in the mystery of Christ) Which
in other ages was not made known unto the sons of men, as it is now revealed unto his holy
apostles and prophets by the Spirit; That the Gentiles should be fellow heirs, and of the same
body, and partakers of his promise in Christ by the gospel: Whereof I was made a minister,
according to the gift of the grace of God given unto me by the effectual working of his power.
(Ephesians 3:3-7).

“For as the body is one, and hath many members, and all the members of that
one body, being many, are one body: so also is Christ. For by one Spirit
are we all baptized into one body . . .”
– 1 Corinthians 12:12-13

