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Mother’s Day and Mixed Emotions

I

t’s spring time, winter is
now a faded memory, buds
appear on tree branches,
colorful blooms of white, pink
and red, all signal Mother’s
Day is just around the corner
with Father’s Day close
behind.
Many families are planning a
lovely brunch or searching for
just the right card or gift to
bestow honor and love upon
their mother. Whether it is
your own mom or
grandmother, a special aunt or
someone you look up to, the
basic thought behind Mother’s
Day is expressing your love and
appreciation, and receiving
that love from your own
children. And so it is and
should be! Moms everywhere
know it is their day and a time
for feeling special, experiencing well deserved accolades
and delighting in the joy of the
day.

few. There are other
types of loss that can
make a person feel sad or
make the day painful too:
the mom who can no
longer recognize her child
who visits her in the nursing home, failed adoptions, the sudden loss of a
foster child, miscarriages,
infertility, and the disappointment and heartache
of strained parent-child
relationships.
Mother’s Day can be a
challenge for the stepparent who sometimes
treads a complex path, for
children who live out of
state, even those who
have experienced loss
because of abortion or
suffered abuse as a child
at the hands of their own
parents.

While society in general
may be uncomfortable
recognizing such reality
exists, especially on days
For many people, however,
Mother’s Day can be difficult; of celebration such as
accompanied with a measure Mother’s and Father’s
of sadness and sense of loss for Day, we as the Body of
Christ, because we are
several reasons: the loss of
one’s child or the loss of one’s followers of Jesus Christ,
own mother just to mention a (Continued on Page 2)
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“And to make all men see
what is the fellowship of the mystery,
which from the beginning of the world
hath been hid in God, who created
all things by Jesus Christ: . . .”
- Ephesians 3:9
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not only recognize real life sorrows and situations in
our midst, we embrace them, grieve with those who
grieve, sympathize with those who have lost, and
acknowledge those who usually go unnoticed on
Mother’s Day and Father’s Day. “. . . Rejoice with
them that do rejoice, and weep with them that
weep.” - Romans 12:15; and Psalm 34:18 “The Lord is
near to the brokenhearted and saves the crushed in
spirit.”
God in His wisdom and goodness created our families
to experience His joy and tender love and care for us
through our mothers. We thank God for our mothers
and we honor them! After all, The LORD chose our
moms just for us! We would not be here without
them. That is something to always celebrate!

“Her children arise up, and call her blessed; her
husband also, and he praiseth her.
Many daughters have done virtuously,
but thou excellest them all.
Favour is deceitful, and beauty is vain:
but a woman that feareth the LORD,
she shall be praised.”
- Proverbs 31:28-30 KJV

If Mother’s Day is difficult for you or a loved one this
year or if you have mixed emotions as the day
approaches, please take heart knowing you are not
alone and that Jesus and others truly understand and
care how you may be feeling.
“Let your moderation be known unto all men. The
Lord is at hand. Be careful for nothing; but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving
let your requests be made known unto God. And the
peace of God, which passeth all understanding, shall
keep your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.”
Philippians 4:5-7 and Romans 8:28, “And we know
that all things work together for good; to them that
love God; to them who are called according to His
purpose.”
We praise the LORD for all our mothers at Avalon
Grace Church and their devotion to the little ones
entrusted with their care and we remember and
thank God for mothers who are no longer with us
physically but remain in our hearts forever.
On behalf of Pastor Phil, Janet and the entire Avalon
Grace Church family, Happy Mother’s Day!
Sincerely in Christ, Kathleen Smith

Grandma and Me
I like to walk with Grandma,
Her steps are short like mine,
She doesn't say, "Now Hurry Up!"
She always takes her time.
I like to walk with Grandma,
Her eyes see things like mine do
Wee pebbles bright, and funny clouds,
Half hidden drops of dew.
Most people have to hurry,
They do not stop and see.
I'm glad that God made Grandma,
Unrushed and young like me.
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The Parts of Speech Poem

E

very name is called a noun
As field and fountain, street and town.

H

ow things are done the adverbs tell
As quickly slowly, badly, well.

In place of noun the pronoun stands

The preposition shows relation

As he and she can clap their hands.

As in the street or at the station.

The adjective describes a thing

Conjunctions join, in many ways

As magic wand or bridal ring

Sentences, words, or phrase and phrase.

The verb means action, something done

The interjection cries out, “Hark!

As read and write and jump and run.

I need an exclamation mark!”

Quotes for the Wise & Young at Heart:
“My mother had a slender, small body, but a large heart - a heart so large that everybody's joys found
welcome in it, and hospitable accommodation.” ~ Mark Twain
“For thou hast possessed my reins: thou hast covered me in my mother's womb. I will praise thee; for I
am fearfully and wonderfully made: marvelous are thy works; and that my soul knoweth right well.” ~
Psalm 139: 13-14
Memorial Day . . .
“Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends.” ~ John 15:13
“Soldier, rest! Thy warfare o'er, Sleep the sleep that knows not breaking; dream of battled fields no
more, days of danger, nights of waking.” ~ Sir Walter Scott
“It is foolish and wrong to mourn the men that died. Rather, we should thank God that such men lived.”
~ General George S. Patton

“Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a
new creature: old things are passed away;
behold, all things are become new.”
- 2 Corinthians 5:17
“That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the
Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart
that God hath raised him from the dead, thou
shalt be saved. For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth
confession is made unto salvation.”
- Romans 10:9-10
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Memorial Day Reflections

M

emorial Day is more than a day off from work to have
cookouts and pool parties.

Memorial Day is the day we pause to remember the brave men and
women who gave their lives protecting our country. The Civil War
claimed the lives of 620,000 American soldiers; more than any conflict
in our nation’s history. When the war ended in 1865 there was a need
to establish the nation’s first national cemeteries for the fallen.
Originally known as Decoration Day, Memorial Day, was a day to
decorate the graves of fallen soldiers with flowers and flags from the
Civil War.
Beginning in the late 1860’s many towns and cities began holding parades and tributes. Although, the true origination is still
unclear - Waterloo, New York was declared the official birthplace of Memorial Day in 1966.
General John A. Logan on May 5, 1868 called for a nationwide day of remembrance stating “The 30th of May, 1868, is designated
for the purpose of strewing with flowers, or otherwise decorating the graves of comrades who died in defense of their country
during the late rebellion, and whose bodies now lie in almost every city, village and hamlet churchyard in the land.”
After World War I, Decoration Day became known as Memorial Day and the holiday expanded to commemorate all American
military personnel who died in any war.
In 1968 Congress passed the Uniform Monday Holiday Act to establish Memorial Day as the last Monday in May. This created a 3
day weekend for federal employees going into effect in 1971 and declaring Memorial Day a federal holiday. On Memorial Day let
us pause and take a moment of silence to reflect on these words that are full of truth: “Greater love hath no man than this; that a
man lay down his life for his friends.” – John 15:13

Memorial Day
(By C. W. Johnson)
We walked among the crosses
Where our fallen soldiers lay
And listened to the bugle
As TAPS began to play.
The Chaplin led a prayer
We stood with heads bowed low
And I thought of fallen comrades
I had known so long ago.
They came from every city
Across this fertile land
That we might live in freedom
They lie here 'neath the sand.
I felt a little guilty
My sacrifice was small
I only lost a little time
But these men lost their all.
Now the services are over
For this Memorial Day
To the names upon these crosses
I just want to say,
Thanks for what you've given
No one could ask for more
May you rest with God in heaven
From now through evermore.

A Mother's Love
(by Helen Steiner Rice)
A Mother's love is something that no on can explain
It is made of deep devotion and of sacrifice and pain
It is endless and unselfish and enduring come what may
For nothing can destroy it or take that love away.
It is patient and forgiving when all others are forsaking
And it never fails or falters even though the heart is breaking.
It believes beyond believing when the world around condemns
And it glows with all the beauty of the rarest, brightest gems.
It is far beyond defining, it defies all explanation,
and it still remains a secret like the mysteries of creation,
A many splendor miracle man cannot understand
And another wondrous evidence of
God's tender guiding hand.

GRANDMA, HOW
MANY DOES IT TAKE?
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Coloring for Jesus

“Her children arise up and call her blessed; her husband
also, and he praiseth her.” - Proverbs 31:28 KJV
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SUN
9:45 Sunday
Breakfast
10:30 AM Sunday
Worship
10:45 AM
Children’s Sunday
School

8th

5th

1st

Tom Elliott

Evie Metts

Jennifer Barrett

Emma Stevens

15

HAPPY
BIRTHDAY
To You!

8th
Jim Anderson

8

12th
Edie O’Neill

10:30 AM Sunday
Worship
The LORD”S
Supper Observed
10:45 AM
Children’s Sunday

10:30 AM Sunday
Worship
10:45 AM
Children’s Sunday
School

18th
Cathern Ritter

10:30 AM Sunday
Worship
10:45 AM
Children’s Sunday
School

MOTHER’S
DAY

22nd

9:45 AM Sunday
Breakfast

2 9

2 2

5th
Flag Day

COMING in June

14th

Father’s Day

10:30 AM Sunday
Worship
10:45 AM
Children’s Sunday

19th

2

9

1 6

2 3

3 0

MON

Memorial Day

3

1 0

1 7

2 4

3 1

WED

2 6

1 9

1 2
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7:00 PM Bible
Study

7:00 PM Bible
Study

7:00 PM Bible
Study

THU

May 2022
TUE

4

1 1

1 8

2 5

7:00 PM Bible
Study

2 0

1 3
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2 8

2 1

1 4
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FRI

2 7

SAT
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